
 

 

 

 

 

 

BCSD Portugal’s Feedback on the Roadmap ‘Update of the 

2012 EU  Bioeconomy Strategy’ 

 

Conselho Empresarial para o Desenvovimento Sustentável (BCSD Portugal), a Portuguese 

private sector stakeholder, welcomes the opportunity to give inputs to the update of the 

European bioeconomy strategy. 

The Review of the 2012 European Bioeconomy Strategy (November 2017) highlights the 

bioeconomy developments in several European Countries, with the development of some 

national bioeconomy strategies, as well as the R&I funding on related topics. However, the 

Review also stresses the lack of coherence between objectives in the strategy and actions in the 

Action Plan and calls for more coherent policies overall to promote more bio-based solutions in 

the EU. 

Moreover, the Review will have to reflect and be aligned with the international commitments 

made over the last years, namely the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the United 

Nations Agenda and the Paris Agreement on Climate. 

The effective integration of these commitments implies the recognition that a low carbon, green 

and circular economy generates employment and wealth. However, to achieve the full potential, 

significant changes on the actual economic and financial model need to be addressed, through 

policy coherence, skills development and financial incentives. 

Regarding this and considering that BCSD Portugal’s working area is the Sustainable 

Development, we propose the following for the Review: 

- A clear link with the SDGs, allowing simultaneous monitoring and the evaluation of its 

contribution for the United Nations 2030 Agenda. 

- Synergies between the EU bioeconomy and other European policies, such as the Circular 

Economy Package, the 2030 Climate and Energy Package, EU’s Common Agricultural 

Policy, the EU Forest Strategy, the EU Biodiversity Strategy, the recast of the Renewable 

Energy Directive, research and innovation and Green and circular Public Procurement 

should be addressed to ensure an effective transition towards the bioeconomy. 

- Promote coherence and links between circular economy and bioeconomy for a “circular 

bioeconomy”, where the focus should be the resources efficiency, towards a low carbon 

economy. 

- Promote value chain approaches ensuring the involvement of all stakeholders 

(companies and regions, research, industry, production and energy, primary sector and 

consumption), creating conditions for a new sustainable economic model that tackles 

common climate and environmental challenges and generate employment and wealth 

in most disadvantaged areas. 

- Regional differences across EU should be clearly recognized in the EU Bioeconomy 

Strategy and its Action Plan, with adapted actions, particularly regarding the terrestrial 

systems (for example, the differences between forests in the North and in the South of 

Europe) and respective climate conditions. 
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- The Review should include a specific chapter on Education and skills development. 

Education for bioeconomy and circular economy should be promoted through both 

advanced and vocational training. Technical knowledge on Industrial Ecology, 

Bioeconomics, Circular Economy and Efficiency in a Full Life Cycle Perspective must be 

ensured to achieve solutions at scale. 

- Instil and show to society what is industrial ecology, the basis of principles and 

knowledge to develop circularity in the value chains and in products, processes and 

services development. 

- The EU Bioeconomy Strategy and the Action Plan should acknowledge and further 

continue to support research and innovation. 

- Data mining and big data should also play a key role on leveraging the EU Bioeconomy 

Strategy for a sustainable and circular bioeconomy. Efficient decision-making tools are 

needed to manage (acquire and/or integrate) multi-dimensional data that are currently 

neither recognized nor (consequently) integrated for informed decisions. 

- Ensure more and better communication and interaction between the research and 

academic community and business, for innovation and scalable solutions development 

and the market creation. 

- The Review should include a specific chapter on Financing the EU Bioeconomy Strategy 

and its Action Plan. 

- At the financial incentives level:  

� Public funding should clearly promote a sustainable and circular bioeconomy and 

support: 

a. The development of solutions based in the sustainable and multiuse of 

bioresources and territories; 

b. Industrial symbiosis in activity sectors that are bio resources dependent; 

c. The technologies development which contribute to increase the lifetime and the 

number of uses of resources. 

d. Ecosystem services valuation, particularly those with no market established (e.g. 

water regulation, soil protection and biodiversity). 

� Public funding should explicitly include, in a cross-cutting way, sustainability criteria 

linked with the low carbon economy, the circular economy and bioeconomy and the 

green economy; 

� Investment funds promoted by public bodies must also include and favour 

companies that display indicators for a low carbon and circular bioeconomy; 

� Low carbon and circular bioeconomy investments should be privileged by increasing 

co-financing rates; 

� The European Financial System and banks should identify opportunities to support 

companies to invest in activities that promotes sustainable bioeconomy; 

� To encourage the financial system collaboration, it makes sense that the Strategy 

includes the idea of developing some tax incentives / exemptions to the financial 

sector when associated with sustainable bioeconomy projects. 
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About BCSD Portugal 

The BCSD Portugal – Business Council for Sustainable Development is a non-profit making 

association, for public use, which collects together and represents companies which have an 

active interest in sustainability. Through the conception of intercompany projects which 

stimulate sustainable development, the BCSD is an influential actor and inspirational regarding 

new, competitive, innovative, responsible, sustainable and inclusive business models. 

By participating in public policies development, BCSD fosters collaboration between business 

community, policy makers and civil society. The total annual turnover of his 90-broad sectoral 

associated companies is close to 65 billion €, 38% of Portuguese GDP, aggregating about 270,000 

employees. BCSD is part of the global network of the World Business Council for Sustainable 

Development (WBCSD). 

 

Contacts: 

BCSD Portugal – Conselho Empresarial para o Desenvolvimento Sustentável 

Tel.: 21 797 3636 | Email: sofia.santos@bcsdportugal.org 

Adress: Av. Columbano Bordalo Pinheiro nº 108, 2.º Andar B, 1070-067 Lisboa 

www.bcsdportugal.org | www.meet2030.pt | www.ods.pt 

Follow BCSD on Linkedin 

 


